
THE MESSENGER March 2015 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

During this season of Lent, I am reminded of a parable shared by 

Noah benShea in his pithy little book, Jacob The Baker. 

He shares a parable of the man lost on a path, uncertain and fearful of 

where it will take him, who is confronted by the admonition that he 

should find “comfort in the ashes”. Not knowing what that means, he 

gives it great thought, realizing that as he journeys farther down the 

path, he comes upon cold ashes from fires of those who traversed this 

ground in the past, maybe long before him. In these ashes he finds the 

solace he seeks, knowing that others have gone before him, and have 

kept going. So goes he.  And in many respects, so do we. 

 

I will admit that when I see ashes I think of destruction or the end of something.  I usually 

don’t look at a pile of ashes and wonder what that use to be.  I don’t usually view ashes as a 

source of strength or new beginnings.  

 

How refreshing to consider a new way of seeing.  What Noah benShea reminds me so 

clearly is that we are here because of sacrifices made by a host of others who have gone 

before us. Their ashes have provided for us a way through.   

 

You might have noticed the podium next to the pulpit in our 
sanctuary.  On that podium are the remaining ashes from our Ash 
Wednesday service. They are there to remind us of where we 
started on this journey toward Easter. They also serve there to 
remind us that Jesus prepared the path by his sacrifice.  Feel free 
to impose some ashes on your wrists as you leave on Sunday.  
Maybe we will find the strength to keep going! 



Men’s Retreat 

YMCA-Hargis Retreat, Chelsea, Alabama 

March 13-14, 2015 

“Your Gifts...God’s Mission” 

Resource Leader: Rev. Jim Brooks 

Registration Cost: $80/person  

$40/person for those coming for Saturday only.  

Families of ALNWFl are invited to a weekend  

getaway with worship, fellowship, food, fun, and 

church family!!  

Friday, April 24– Sunday, April 26 

The festivities will be held at 

Oak Mountain State Park in Pelham, AL 

Cost: $15.00– Adults & $10.00– Children  

( Max of $ 50 per family) 

This includes meeting space, S’mores on Friday Night 

and a cook-out on Saturday night. If you plan on  

attending please take a registration form from the 

Information Board. 

There will be a church-wide fellowship luncheon follow-

ing morning worship on Sunday, March 8th.  This will 

be a pot luck meal, and you are asked to bring the fol-

lowing items according to the first letter of your last 

name: 
 

A thru E – salads 

F thru L – meat or a meat-based casserole 

M thru R – vegetables  

S thru Z – desserts 

Nurture will provide beverages and rolls.   

 

Volunteers are needed to help in several areas (setting 

up, organizing contributed items, transferring dishes 

from kitchen to great hall, cleanup, etc).  Please contact 

Judy Pate at jpate045@gmail.com or 334-430-7800 if 

you are willing to assist.  There are still opportunities to 

serve in the many and varied areas of responsibility 

included in Nurture Ministry.  Please consider how you 

would be willing to serve.  

 

Judy Pate and Alexine Saunders 

Nurture Co-Chairs 

Please join us for breakfast on  

April 5 at 7:45 a.m. in the Great Hall.   

We will have a great breakfast,  

fellowship, and devotion! 

 The cost is only $5, and first timers eat FREE!  

Don’t miss this opportunity for the Disciples men 

to cook for you.  

Don Snyder  

Disciples Door to Door will be visiting 

John Knox Manor on March 21st. We 

will meet there at 9:00 a.m. at 4401 

Narrow Lane Road in Montgomery. 

Please join us to bless and be blessed. 

Small dogs are welcome to help us 

visit.  

Please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942 if you have and questions.  

Please join us for a Jack & Jill 

Wedding Shower 

Honoring 

AnnaMarie & Johnathan 

(Jan Wallace’s son) 

Saturday, April 25th  

2:00 p.m. 

First Christian Church 

1705 Taylor Road  

Montgomery, Alabama 

 



 

Tony Thacker has been doing a wonderful job teaching the 
youth on Sundays ! On Wednesdays we just finished 
painting a mural for the Martin Luther King celebration this 
year thanks to Dawn and Kelly Parvin.  Chi-Rho and CYF 
will be using Wednesday evenings to prepare and practice 
for Youth Sunday; Pastor Diane and Mara Donovan will be 
leading on Wednesday evenings. 

 

Our Wednesday Night Adult Program just completed a 6 
week program on “Holy Currencies: Six Blessings for 
Sustainable Missional Ministries.” This was a wonderful 
study presented by Pastor Diane, Mara Donovan, Myrna 
Diamond, Alice McKinney, Jon Perdue, and Tony Thacker.  
Thank you all for your inspiring presentations.  As we move 
into Lent, we are going to focus on “Prayer in the Sanctuary” 
led by Rev Jim Brooks.  He may move into a study on 
“Spiritual Gifts” after that.  Please come join us in spending 
quiet time in prayer with our God. 

  

We are finding opportunities to include the youth in our 
Sunday Worship Service . We want to intentionally include 
our youth so they may spiritually grow as they are an 
integral part of our church.  

 

LOOKING FOR HELP:  we have the “Easter 
Eggstravaganza” coming up in April and VBS in July and we 
are looking for coordinators for both of these events.   The 
Seniors are assisting with the “Eggstravaganza” by filling the 
eggs this year and we certainly appreciate their help because 
we have lots of eggs to fill! 

 

Thank you to all who join us for lunch on  Board Meeting 
days.  Having a lite lunch, prepared by our Youth, in 
associate with our Board Meetings seems to be a hit.  We put 
a basket out for donations and whatever extra money we 
receive we are putting towards Youth Activities.  The Youth 
will use this money toward upcoming mission event and to 
support our Food Ministry. 

Mara Donovan 

Christian Education 

All members are invited to attend the 
Black Minister’s Retreat this week 
beginning on Tuesday and ending 

Thursday. We will forgo our 
Wednesday night programs to be a 

part of the planned evening activities 
of the BMR. All are invited to join in 
dinner on Wednesday beginning at 

6:00 p.m. in our Great Hall. Dinner is 
$7.50. Please sign up or call the church office to indicate 

that you will be present. All programs are free to 
members of FCC. 

"Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with 

all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 

with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And 

whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 

the Father.” (Colossians 3:16,17) 

 

As we embark on the Holy season of Lent, we are  

reminded once again that God wants us to be 

thankful. Moreover, God wants us to be thankful 

through song. 

 

Can you think of an occasion in the church when 

music is not associated with worship? 

 

I can't. 

 

Maybe that's because music is the voice of our souls.  

Music leads us out of depths of sorrow. Music is 

prayer and praise. Music is freeing joy: in times when 

we're all alone in our homes, we can dance like rock 

stars as we sing into our hairbrushes; we can pretend 

we are opera stars or country singers; we can be Elvis 

or Frank or Dean or Ella or Elton or Wynona or Cher 

or Sammy. 

 

Truly, we can be uniquely ourselves, making noise 

that is inherently our own and no one else's. 

 

Music reaches places within us that no other medium 

can, and it gives us a voice like nothing else can. God 

knows that. God also knows that prayerful, thankful 

music involves more than your voice. It demands 

your heart and mind and soul, as well. 

 

This holy season, let music give you a new voice for 

 prayer and thanksgiving, and know that God is 

listening with unconditional joy. 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 
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